2010 HALL OF FAME RECEPTION:
The Hall of Fame Committee will honor the new inductees at a Reception on Saturday, July 10th at 7:30 pm at the Georgia World Congress Center in room B 302 on level 3 in the convention center.
Tickets for the Reception are $20.00 each and can be purchased in advance by emailing the form below to: christine.simmons@usfencing.org or via the online registration system on our website: www.usfencing.org. 
All are invited to celebrate the achievements of the Inductees at this special Reception.  
2010 Hall Of Fame Inductees:
Order Form:
Name:


_______________________________________

Phone:

_______________________________________

Email:


_______________________________________

Number of tickets: __________ @ $20.00 per ticket
American Express_______  Discover_______  Visa_______  MasterCard_______

Card Number: ____________________________________Exp Date__________
Name on Card: _____________________________________________________
Signature: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________________________________________________
2010 Hall Of Fame Inductees
Alessandroni, Hugh Vincent
Hugh Alessandroni attended Columbia University where he learned to fence under the Hall of Fame coach, James Murray. After earning a degree in Chemical Engineering and qualifying for 2 US Olympic teams, he led a team of engineers who invented the 1st electrical epee scoring device used in Olympic history (1936).[image: image1.jpg]



Calhoun, Father Lawrence
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 Besides the founding of the Jr. Olympics and several recommended ideas that promoted Jr. or Sr. fencers, the following items may equally define my candidacy.  I coached fencing at College, High School and Middle School. I coached fencers who have been members of 6 NCAA Championships; produced 13 All Americans ; Fencers who were on Jr World Teams  (8); Sr. World teams(3), World Cups (3), World Youth Championships(1) and The Olympics(1); Pan American Teams(1). Chairman of 3 USFA Divisions; In High School/Middle Schools: 9 St, Ntl Championships,  1332W-535L over 43 years, at 4 different schools in Indiana, California and Illinois. Honorary Member of Masque De Fer, Lyons, Fr. Recently became a “Fellow” of the U.S.F.C.A. Dr. Ralph Zimmermann, VP of USFA said of me in 1997, “The Jr. Olympics…is the single most important achievement in the entire history of our organization.” And, (My)”program has become the cornerstone of our national efforts to both achieve results and provide healthy athletic competition for our youth.”  Letter of Mar.171997.

Blum, Robert
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 Robert Max Blum occupies a special place in American fencing. Beginning his successful competitive career as an All-American fencer at Trinity College, Bob went on to capture national or international points in five different decades, became the first of only 2 Americans in history to make the World Championship individual saber finals (1958)  (equaled later only by Peter Westbrook) , competed on two US Olympic Teams (1964 Tokyo and 1968 Mexico City), qualified for 3 US Pan American Games teams, won the Metropolitan Division Men’s Individual Saber title 7 times, appeared almost perennially in the final round of the National Championships during the late 1950s and the 1960s, won the United States Saber Team title 10 times for Santelli and later Fencers Club, made the semi-final rounds of a world-circuit saber event at age 46, and officiated at 4 Olympic Games (1964, 1968, 1976, 1984),  earning him a place in US saber fencing history.
Elliott, Joseph
Originally from Tyler, Texas, Joe Elliott has accomplished much in his 50+ years in fencing. He was 2-times US National Epee Champion (1965, 1970) and a 2-time US National finalist in foil. He took 1st in Foil in the Mexico LA REFORMA in 1973 and was a team member of Mexican Pre-Olympics ’65 and World games in Moscow ’66 and Cuba ’ 69. Forty years later, he has been the US Veterans’ Foil and Epee champion and has been a member of the US World Veterans’ Team every year since 2001. This champion has been winning for over fifty years and has given much of his time to fencing in other ways including: Southern California Division Chairman, Organizer of 1st NAC in California and raising money to help kids fence.
Speaking of his competitive success, here’s how Joe puts it, “I was last in the ’63 Epee Nationals and I was first in the ’65 Nationals. Throw in a couple of hundred local medals and there you have it! Fencing is FIGHTING and IT’S FUN.

Gelman, Yury
Maestro Yury Gelman is the three-time Olympic Coach for the United States (Sydney, Athens and Beijing), National Men’s Sabre Coach, Head Fencing Coach for 2001 NCAA Champion St. John’s University and founder of the Manhattan Fencing Center.  He received a Masters degree in both Physical Education and fencing from Kiev Institute of Physical Education.

His students won gold, silver and bronze at Cadet and Junior World Championships and countless medals in junior and senior World Cups, including individual and team Grand Prizes. He prepared members of Cadet, Junior, and Senior National teams every year since 1995.

Yury’s students, Ivan Lee and Tim Hagamen, were the first to bring a gold medal to the United States in the 2001 Junior World Championships. In 1998 another student, Akhi Spencer-El, was the first US fencer to place first in junior FIE point standings and in 2003 his student, Keeth Smart, was the first US fencer to place first in the senior FIE point standings. Keeth is still the only American who won the individual Grand Prize in Madrid 2003. 

The US National Team, under Yury’s leadership, won the 2001 Gdansk Junior World Championships, the 2004 team Grand Prize, 4th Place at 2004 Olympic Games in Athens, 5th place at  the 2005 Leipzicg Senior World Championship, and most recently the Silver Medal at the 2008 Bejing Olympic Games (Keeth Smart, Tim Morehouse, James Williams, Jason Rogers). 

Over the past fifteen years, Yury has prepared 22 students for the United States National Teams.
Hattan, Ella (Jaguarina)
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“If the art of fencing ever becomes general in America,” wrote Claxton Wilstach in GODET’S MAGAZINE of March, 1896, “...its champion may properly be found, mirabile dictu, in a woman.” 

 He had in mind a very specific woman, one who, “...has been selected by some wealthy Californians as the sole representative of the sword for America in the Olympic games at Athens, Greece, this spring.”

 There may be no record of a woman fencing for America in those first modern games, but Wilstach was just one of many who fantasized of a world sword-fighting championship won by the athlete-actress known as Jaguarina.

 She had, for years, defeated just about every male opponent she could find, usually with broadswords. On horseback.
Nadi, Aldo
Aldo Nadi (1899-1965) is possibly the greatest fencer who ever lived. His elder brother Nedo may have harvested six Olympic gold medals (five in one Games, in 1920) from just two Olympics, but he too gained gold in Antwerp (1920), and after he turned professional, at the age of 22, he won 56 international contests in the next seven years, defeating everyone he encountered. "The best man with all three weapons," was the verdict of Roger Ducret, the 1920 Olympic foil champion. 

Why induct an Italian, however gifted, into the US Hall of Fame? Because of what he contributed to American fencing. From 1935 to 1943 Nadi taught in New York, initially in two large rooms on the third floor of the Savoy Plaza Hotel. In the mid-1940s he moved to Los Angeles, teaching at his salle on La Cienega Boulevard, turning out champions at all levels of American fencing. He wrote a highly regarded treatise on foil (1943) and a posthumously-published autobiography (1995), one of the most readable books on fencing ever published. His influence on fencing in the U.S. was considerable, over a stretch of more than 30 years. He deserves to be recognized.
