Resolution for Board Action
Subject: Elite Athlete Re-Qualification Criteria
[bookmark: _GoBack]Background: Effective January 1, 2005 a minimum performance requirement was established for an elite license holder to retain their elite eligibility.  An athlete must meet the minimum performance requirement by December 31st of the year two years following the last year of qualification.  Previously, athletes were able to hold their elite licenses for life.  The sole purpose of this resolution was to establish a minimum standard for an athlete to retain their elite license.
A resolution created in November 2009 established an Injury, Illness, and Pregnancy Provision to the re-qualification criteria.  This provision stated that, “In the event an elite athlete suffers a long term injury, illness, or becomes pregnant during the elite license eligibility period and, for strictly health-related reasons, has not met the eligibility criteria, he or she may make written appeal to the Athlete Advisory Council (AAC) to extend the elite eligibility period for one (1) additional year.”
With this provision, an athlete can appeal to the AAC to extend their re-qualification period from two years to three years.  However, collecting the medical documentation necessary can be a burden for the athlete and reviewing it can be an administrative and transparency burden for the AAC. 
Establishing specifically ‘2’ years as the number of years to re-qualify for an elite license was not the original intent of the resolution.  The resolution was meant to establish a minimum, reasonable standard for re-qualifying.  By extending the number of years between needing to re-qualify to ‘3’ years, the Injury, Illness, and Pregnancy Provision can be removed.
Financial Impact: None
Relevant & Affected By-Laws and Procedures: Elite Athlete Re-Qualification Criteria and Injury, Illness, and Pregnancy Provision
Whereas the purpose of the Re-Qualification time period and criteria were to establish a minimum standard to maintain elite license eligibility; and
Whereas lengthening the re-qualification time period from two (2) years to three (3) years still maintains a reasonable minimum standard; and
Whereas the Injury, Illness and Pregnancy Provision was established because an injury, illness, or pregnancy could dramatically affect an athlete’s ability to re-qualify in a two year window; and
Whereas the Injury, Illness and Pregnancy Provision, if used by an athlete, could extend their re-qualification period from two (2) years to three (3) years,
Now therefore let it be resolved that the Injury, Illness, and Pregnancy Provision of the Elite Athlete Re-qualification Criteria be removed and that by meeting the re-qualification performance criteria, an athlete then extends their eligibility expiration date for “three” (3) years from December 31st of the year in which he/she last qualified.
This resolution is effective as of January 1, 2011.  All elite license holders as of December 31, 2010 shall have their eligibility extended by one (1) year.
Submitted By: Ryan Bickerstaff, AAC Chairman and Dave Kuendig, USAT Board Member; on behalf of the Athletes’ Advisory Council
