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2011-2013 DOMESTIC COMPETITION 
REGULATIONS

SIGNIFICANT VOLLEYBALL 
(INDOOR) RULE CHANGES AND CLARIFICATIONS

Add USAV 1.3.1:
“Lines are not required to be of a light color as long as they 
contrast with the color of the floor.”

Add to USAV 1.3.4:
“These extensions are optional for all other events.  The 
coach’s restriction line is optional for all events.”

Add to USAV 2.6 d:  
“Basic equipment includes a referee stand, which should be 
adjustable to allow the referee’s eye position to be approxi-
mately 50 cm (19”) above the top of the net.”  It should be 
constructed so that it presents the least potential hazard for 
participants.  Step ladders, jump boxes and other devices not 
specifically designed as referee stands shall not be used.  If 
an appropriate referee stand cannot be provided, the first 
referee performs his/her functions from the floor.”

Add to 4.1.1:  
“A team may consist of up to 12 players, one coach, one 
assistant coach, one trainer and one medical doctor (un-
less modified by the Specific Competition Regulations).  For 
FIVB World and Official Competitions, the medical doctor and 
trainer must be accredited beforehand by the FIVB.”

Add to 4.3.2:  “The shoes must be light and pliable with 
non-marking rubber or composite soles without heels.  For 
FIVB World and Official Competitions, it is forbidden to wear 
shoes which are predominantly black.”



xvii

Add to USAV 4.5.1:  “It is forbidden to wear hats or casts 
(even if padded).  Braces, jewelry, prosthetic limbs or other 
headgear that may cause an injury or give an artificial advan-
tage to the player must not be worn.  If a brace, prosthetic 
limb or headgear is used, padding or covering may be neces-
sary.  A junior volleyball athlete participating in a junior event 
may not wear jewelry.  An exception will be made for religious 
or medical medallions that are removed from chains and 
taped or sewn under the uniform.”

Add to 5.  TEAM LEADERS:  “Both the team captain and 
the coach are responsible for the conduct and discipline of 
their team members.  The Liberos cannot be the team captain 
or game captain.”

Add USAV 5.1.2.3:  “The captain may request a time-out.”

Add to USAV 5.1.3:  “For junior competition, both coaches 
sign the scoresheet after the match to verify the results.”

Add to 5.2.3.1:  “prior to each set, gives the second 
referee or the scorer the line-up sheets(s) duly filled in and 
signed;”

Add to 6.1.1:  
“Point
A team scores a point:”

Add to 7.3.5.3:  “However, if the coach wishes to keep 
such non-recorded player(s) on the court, he/she has to 
request regular substitution(s), which will then be recorded 
on the scoresheet.  If a discrepancy between player positions 
and the line-up sheet is discovered later, the team at fault 
must revert to the correct positions.  All points scored by the 
team from the exact moment of the fault up to the discovery 
of the fault are cancelled.  The opponent’s points remain valid 
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and in addition they receive a point and the next service.”

Add USAV 7.3.5.3:  “If the positional fault is discovered 
before the opponent serves, all points scored subsequent to 
the fault must be cancelled.  I addition, all time-outs taken by 
the team not at fault, as well as substitutions and team sanc-
tions charged to either team subsequent to the commission of 
the positional fault, must be cancelled.  Individual misconduct 
sanctions assessed to either team, and time-outs taken by 
the team at fault, are not cancelled.  If the points scored while 
the player was out of position can not be determined or the 
opponents have served, then a loss of rally is the only penalty 
charged.  The opponents retain any points scored.”

Add 8.4.3:  “it touches the antennae, ropes, posts or the net 
itself outside the side bands;”

Add 8.4.4:  “it crosses the vertical plane of the net either 
partially or totally outside the crossing space, except in the 
case of Rule 10.1.2.”

Add 8.4.5:  “it crosses completely the lower space under the net.”

Add To 15.2.1:  “Regular game interruptions may be 
requested by the coach, or in the absence of the coach by the 
game captain...”

Add USAV 15.2.1:  “The captain may request a time-out.”

Add to 15.5 SUBSTITUTION OF PLAYERS:  “A sub-
stitution is the act by which a player, other than the Libero or 
his/her replacement player, after being recorded by the scorer, 
enters the game to occupy the position of another player, who 
must leave the court at that moment.  Substitution requires 
the referee’s authorization.”
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Add to 15.10.4:  “If a team intends to make simultaneously 
more than one substitution, all players being substituted must 
report to the substitution zone at the same time to be consid-
ered in the same request.  In this case, substitutions must be 
made in succession, one pair of players after another.”

Delete USAV 19.1.1

Delete USAV 19.1.2

Add to 19.1.3:  “One Libero designated by the coach 
before the start of the match will be the starting Libero.  The 
Libero on court is the Acting Libero.  If there is another Libero, 
he/she will act as the second Libero.”

Add 19.1.4:  “Only one Libero may be on court at any time.”

Add 19.1.5:  “The Libero cannot be either team captain or game 
captain at the same time as performing the Libero function.”

Add to 19.3.2.1:  “Replacements involving the Libero are 
not counted as substitutions.  They are unlimited, but there 
must be a completed rally between two replacements involv-
ing a Libero (unless a penalty causes a rotation to position 4, 
or the Acting Libero becomes unable to play, making the rally 
incomplete.)  The Libero can only be replaced by the player 
whom he/she replaced.”

Add 19.3.2.2:  “The Acting Libero can only be replaced 
by the regular replacement player for that position, or by the 
second Libero.  The regular replacement player may replace 
either Libero.  The coach has the right to replace the Acting 
Libero with the second Libero for any reason after a complet-
ed rally at any time during the match.”
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Add 19.3.2.3:  “Replacements must only take place while 
the ball is out of play and before the whistle for service.”

Add 19.3.2.4:  “At the start of each set, the Libero cannot 
enter the court until the second referee has checked the start-
ing line-up.”
Add 19.3.2.5:  “A replacement made after the whistle for 
service but before the service hit should not be rejected but 
must be the object of a verbal caution after the end of the 
rally.”

Add 19.3.2.6:  “Subsequent late replacements shall result 
in the play being interrupted immediately and the imposition of 
a delay sanction.  The team to serve next will be determined 
by the result of the delay sanction.”

Add 19.3.2.7:  “The Libero and the replacing player may 
only enter or leave the court through the “Libero Replacement 
Zone.”

Add 19.3.2.8:  “All replacements involving Liberos must 
be recorded on the Libero control sheet (or electronic score- 
sheet, if one is used)”

Add 19.3.2.9:  “An illegal Libero replacement can involve 
(amongst others)
–No completed rally between Libero replacements
–The Libero being replaced by a player other than the regular 
replacement player”

Delete 19.3.3

Delete USAV 19.3.3.1



xxi

Add 19.4  RE-DESIGNATION OF A NEW LIBERO:
	 19.4.1  Team with two Liberos:
	
Add 19.4.1.1:  “When a team uses two Liberos but one be-
comes unable to play (expelled, ill, injured, etc.), the team has 
the right to play with only one Libero and the second Libero 
becomes the acting Libero.  No re-designation will be allowed, 
however, unless the Acting Libero is unable to continue.”

Add 19.4.2:  “Team with one Libero:”

Add 19.4.2.1:  “Where only one Libero is registered on the 
scoresheet, in case the Libero is declared unable to play, the 
coach may re-designate as Libero for the remainder of the 
match any other player (replacement player excepted) not 
on the court at the moment of re-designation.  The coach (or 
game captain, if no coach is present), must contact the sec-
ond referee with the request for ‘re-designation.’”

Add 19.4.2.2:  “Should the re-designated Libero be de-
clared unable to play, further re-designations are possible but 
the original Libero(s) may not return to the match.”

Add 19.4.2.3:  “If the coach requests that the team captain 
be re-designated as the Libero, this will be permitted – but 
the team captain must in this case relinquish all leadership 
privileges.”

Add 19.4.2.4:  “In the case of a re-designated Libero, the 
number of the player re-designated as Libero must be re-
corded on the scoresheet remarks section and on the Libero 
Control sheet (or electronic scoresheet, if one is used).  The 
re-designated player will be allocated a jacket or bib to show 
that a new Libero is in play.”	
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Add 19.5  EXPULSION AND DISQUALIFICATION
“If the Libero is expelled or disqualified he/she may be re-
placed directly by the team’s other Libero.  Should the team 
have only one Libero, then it must play without a Libero for 
the duration of the sanction.”

Add 25.2.2.8:  “controls the interval between sets”
Add USAV 25.2.2.8:  “this function is performed by the 
referees”

Add to USAV 27.2.1:  “When flags are not used, the line 
judges will perform their functions as shown in Diagram 11, 
Official Hand Signals 9, 14, 15, 22, and 24.”

Add 27.2.2:  “At the first referee’s request, a line judge must 
repeat his/her signal.”
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2011-2013 DOMESTIC COMPETITION 
REGULATIONS 

as Presented by USA VOLLEYBALL

GAME CHARACTERISTICS

Volleyball is a sport played by two teams on a playing court 
divided by a net. There are different versions available for spe-
cific circumstances in order to offer the versatility of the game 
to everyone.

The object of the game is to send the ball over the net in order 
to ground it on the opponent’s court, and to prevent the same 
effort by the opponent. The team has three hits for returning the 
ball (in addition to the block contact).

The ball is put in play with a service:  hit by the server over 
the net to the opponents. The rally continues until the ball is 
grounded on the playing court, goes “out” or a team fails to 
return it properly.

In Volleyball, the team winning a rally scores a point (Rally 
Point System). When the receiving team wins a rally, it gains a 
point and the right to serve, and its players rotate one position 
clockwise.


