

USA Fencing & Absolute Fencing Gear All-Academic Team
Recognition Award Information

Mission Statement

Recognizing and rewarding academic achievement in junior fencers is paramount to the success of USA Fencing.
The Junior Program is designed to provide a training ground for the development of young athletes. While physical development is obviously important, the program must also stress development of values, morals and social skills, which will remain with these future citizens all their lives.
Encouraging a high level of academic achievement in our young athletes is as important as encouraging their athletic achievement. Motivation for this achievement, while intrinsically driven, can be enhanced through recognition by USA Fencing.
With the support of Absolute Fencing Gear, USA Fencing has therefore established the following All-Academic Recognition Award Program to be presented annually at the Summer National Championships.
Program
There are three program levels open to all students enrolled in an accredited high school program. Home schooled athletes are also eligible.
Athletes do not have to qualify to Junior Olympics or Summer Nationals to be eligible.

First Team USA Fencing All-Academic Team - students with a cumulative GPA of 3.85 or higher will  be named "First Team USA Fencing All-Academic".

Second Team USA Fencing All-Academic Team - students with a cumulative GPA of 3.7 to 3.84 will be named "Second Team USA Fencing All-Academic".

Honorable Mention USA Fencing All-Academic Team - students with a cumulative GPA of 3.5 to 3.69 will be named "Honorable Mention All-Academic”.

Application Procedure and Deadline
1. A minimum of two letters of recommendation are required to receive this recognition. One letter must be from the athlete's personal or high school coach and the second letter must be from one of the student’s high school teachers, the high school counselor or principal. In lieu of a school recommendation letter, a letter may be submitted from an individual who is familiar with the student's academic performance, who may or may not be a member of a school staff.
2. A certified or official transcript must be uploaded with the application, and in all cases, converted to a 4.0 scale.
3. An optional essay is required to qualify for the scholarship awards.   The essay must be written by the applicant.
4. The required application, recommendation letters and certification must be submitted online.  
5. Payment ($35/per athlete processing fee) must be submitted through USA Fencing.   Incomplete applications will not be processed.
For more information please email Information@usfencing.org or call 719.866.4511.


					












USA Fencing & Absolute Fencing Gear All-Academic Team FAQ

What is the program?
USA Fencing High School All-Academic Program is a way of recognizing the academic achievements of our high school-aged athletes.  USA Fencing has many members who excel in the classroom as well as on the strip.  This program is designed to help highlight the importance of these accomplishments and that, while physical development is important, a solid academic background that will remain with our athletes for the rest of their lives is equally or more important.

What are the requirements?
	There are three levels of recognition available:
· “First Team USA Fencing All-Academic” is a title that can be earned by demonstrating a cumulative high school GPA of 3.85 – 4.00.
· “Second Team USA Fencing All-Academic” is a title that can be earned by demonstrating a cumulative high school GPA of 3.70 – 3.84.
· “Honorable Mention USA Fencing All-Academic” is a title that can be earned by demonstrating a cumulative high school GPA of 3.50 – 3.69.

Is there a scholarship associated with this program?
Yes!   For the 2011-2012 season Absolute Fencing Gear has pledged  $10,000 in scholarships for the All-Academic Team program. One female and one male applicant will receive $4,000 each based on both their GPA and one page essay. Two additional applicants will receive $1,000 each based on their submitted essay. A group of USA Fencing Members will evaluate the top GPA applicants and the essays to determine the scholarship recipients. If you are applying to an NCAA college or university, please check with the school's Compliance Officer to determine if you can receive this scholarship.

Do I have to submit an essay for the All-Academic Team?
No, only those who wish to be considered for one of the scholarship awards need to upload an essay.   All other application materials must be submitted to be considered for the All-Academic Team (bio, fee, application form, and letters of recommendation. 

My high school uses a scale other than 4.0 for GPA calculations.  Is that okay?
	All GPAs must be converted to a 4.0 scale before being used for calculating the recognition earned through this program.  This conversion must 	be certified by the fencer's school counselor.

What is the deadline?
All application materials, including the application form, fee, biographical sketch, letters of recommendation, and optional essay must be submitted online by May 4, 2012.   Award recipients will be recognized at the time of the Summer Nationals Championship in July.

Do I need to qualify for Junior Olympics or the Summer Nationals to be named to an Academic All-American Team?
	No.  All high school-aged members of USA Fencing are eligible to receive recognition for their academic achievements.

I’m home schooled or attending a non-traditional school.  Can I still qualify for this program?
Yes. USA Fencing will require a letter or email, in addition to the application form, from the accrediting agency for the home school program that verifies that the athlete is a participant and attesting to the accuracy of the grade point average.  USA Fencing also will require the accrediting agency or parent to convert all GPA’s to a 4.0 scale. Because students who are home-schooled may not have a grade-point average that can be verified by an outside organization, they may submit alternate evidence of their academic performance, such as official scores on a state assessment or recognized college entrance examination.

Do grades earned before high school count?
	Only courses taken in high school should be reported as a part of the cumulative GPA used for this program.

Do all classes taken in high school count?
	Yes.

I just graduated.  Can I use my senior-year grades?
	In order to allow athletes to earn recognition for their academic work in all four years of high school, fencers may apply by May 4, 2012.

How do I apply?  
	All applicants must submit an application online -  USA Fencing All Academic Application 2011-12.  

Can I send documents to the National Office and have the office staff upload the information?
No, all documentation must be uploaded by the applicant.
	
For additional questions, please contact USA Fencing at 719.866.4511 or information@usfencing.org 
USA Fencing
All-Academic Team 
1 Olympic Plaza
Colorado Springs, CO 80909
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